
 

   

Joint statement to the Informal Justice Council,  
8 & 9 September 2005, on Communications Data Retention 

 

As major industry stakeholders in the provision of electronic communication services to EU citizens, 
we hereby outline our main concerns on the issue of data retention. 

Commitment to further co-operate with LEAs: 
The telecommunications industry has a very long record of effective cooperation with law 
enforcement, which has prevailed throughout the radical change in the sector over the last decade. 
We collectively recognise our responsibility to maintain this constructive approach as communications 
technologies have become ever more integral parts of everybody’s lives. We continue to make every 
effort to assist law enforcement authorities by making records held for legitimate business purposes 
available to them on lawful request. Government and law enforcement can continue to rely on 
industry to advise them on what is practical and feasible in an ever-changing technological 
environment.  

Rationale for change remains unproved:  
The current proposals represent a radical change from existing practices. However, law enforcement 
authorities have not provided evidence of the concrete necessity for change and of the alleged lack of 
effectiveness of the present storage, preservation and disclosure practices. 

Impact on EU economy:  
At the same time, national governments have identified telecommunications as a cornerstone of the 
European economy: essential for sustainable growth and maximising employment.  The present data 
retention proposals would unquestionably raise costs for both business users and consumers, 
reducing the adoption of modern technologies throughout the economy and thus undermine 
European competitiveness.  

Need to ensure feasibility and effectiveness:  
Industry has grave doubts about the feasibility and effectiveness of the intended data retention 
requirements. As yet, there has been no formal dialogue between law enforcement authorities and 
industry at EU level on these proposals. This is resulting in disproportionate and unduly burdensome 
provisions – some of which are impossible to comply with – and insufficient consideration of 
complementary and more proportionate measures. 

Need for cost compensation:  
If, as result of this dialogue, governments still persist in adopting proposals for data retention beyond 
existing practices, industry expects a clear commitment from policy makers to ensure that all 
industry’s costs are covered.  
 
 
In essence, the current proposals are an active choice to move away from a proven and 
constructive approach, where industry’s expertise and good-will are used to maximum effect 
to fight crime, towards an untargeted, expensive and all-pervasive approach. 
 



 
 
The contributors to this joint statement are: 

 

 
 

ECTA (European Competitive Telecommunications Association - 
www.ectaportal.com) is the pan-European pro-competitive trade association 
for European Telecoms companies and represents over 150 communications 
companies. 
 

For further details, please contact Sandro Bazzanella, Director EU Affairs: 
- e-mail: sbazzanella@ectaportal.com; Tel:+32-2-282 1836 
or Massimiliano Minisci  Chair of the ECTA E-commerce working group: 
- e-mail: mminisci@tiscali.com; Tel +32-2-280 0151 
 

  

 
ETNO (the European Telecommunications Network Operators' Association -  
www.etno.be) was established in May 1992 and has become the principal policy 
group for European electronic communications network operators. ETNO's 
primary purpose is to establish a constructive dialogue between its member 
companies and decision-makers and other actors involved in the development 
of the European Information Society...to the benefit of users. 
 

 
For further details, please contact Fiona Taylor, Senior Adviser, Public Affairs: 
- e-mail: taylor@etno.be; Tel: +32-2-219 32 42 
 

  
 

EuroISPA (the European Internet Services Providers Association - 
www.euroispa.org) is the world's largest association of Internet 
Service Providers, representing around 850 ISPs across the EU. 
EuroISPA is a major voice of the Internet industry on information 
society subjects such as cybercrime, data protection, e-commerce 
regulation, EU telecommunications law and safe use of the Internet. 
Its secretariat is located in Brussels. 

 
For further details, please contact Richard Nash, Secretary General: 
- e-mail: richard@euroispa.org; Tel: +32-2-503 22 65 
 

  

GSM Europe (www.gsmeurope.org) is the European Interest Group of the GSM 
Association, the premier global body that supports the world's leading wireless 
communications system. The Association works to promote, enhance and protect 
the interests of the GSM mobile operator community worldwide. GSM Europe 
represents 143 operators in 50 countries/areas of Europe. 

 
 
For further details, please contact the GSM Europe office: 
- e-mail: gsm@gsm.org; Tel: +32 2 706 81 04 
 

  
 

ECCA (the European Cable Communications Association), situated in Brussels, 
is the European trade association of cable operators and their national 
associations active in Europe. The main goals of the Association are: to foster 
co-operation between cable operators, and; to promote and represent the 
interests of its members at the European and international level.  

 
For further details, please contact Chris Hutchins, ECCA regulatory chairperson: 
- e-mail: chutchins@ugceurope.com; Tel: +32 2 739 1434 
 


