
 
 

 

          

'A Gigabit society requires giga competition',  

ecta reminds German policy-makers 
 

Berlin / Brussels, 12 September 2018. On the occasion of the annual German Gigabit symposium, 

ecta supports leading German associations in sending a strong message to politicians and the 

administration to create the right conditions for advancing Gigabit connectivity and to 

highlight the need for a strong competitive underpinning. 

At today’s Gigabit symposium, a number of leading associations representing the German 

telecommunications industry have called on Chancellor Merkel’s government and administration 

to recognise the urgent need for more high-performance digital infrastructures. Gigabit-enabled 

networks form the basis for enhanced competitiveness and new socio-economic opportunities. 

‘To significantly improve the framework conditions for network deployment requires sustained 

support for alternative operators’, explains ecta Director General Luc Hindryckx, ‘to allow them 

to confidently embrace the Gigabit society. This includes full faith in keeping significant market 

power (SMP) under lock through regulation, where market circumstances so require.’ 

The German government has been one of the key proponents in recent EU legislative debates on 

a European Electronic Communications Code for the introduction of a regulatory exception to 

SMP regulation in order to facilitate co-investment between historically incumbent operators and 

their competitors. Largely untried thus far, genuine co-investment presents significant challenges 

to all operators without significant market power. 

‘Investment can reinforce market power’, Hindryckx continues, ‘and that is precisely why 

competition needs safeguards. In fact, a Gigabit society requires giga competition to match. 

That is why the regulatory framework must not trade off competition for investment, but enable 

competitive investment, so that the largest possible benefits can be realised.’ 

ecta has therefore persistently called for the new European co-investment regime to incorporate 

elements protecting alternative operators, whether as participants or users of newly deployed 

infrastructures. While the political compromise struck in June integrates some of these elements, 

much of its effects will depend on how Member States transpose the new rules and how they 

manage the transition to the new regime.  

‘The digital transformation therefore requires full attention to its competitive motor to move 

Germany to the forefront of the digital economy’, closes Hindryckx. 
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ecta, the european competitive telecommunications association (www.ectaportal.com), is the pan-European 

pro-competitive trade association that represents more than 100 of the leading challenger telecoms operators and digital 

solutions providers across Europe. For more than two decades, ECTA has been supporting the regulatory and commercial 

interests of telecoms operators, ISPs & equipment manufacturers in pursuit of a fair regulatory environment that allows 

all electronic communications providers to compete on level terms. Our members have been and are the leading 

innovators in Internet services, broadband, business communications, entertainment and mobile. 

 

ecta members are united in their belief that competition is the best driver of efficient investments 

and the greatest enabler of innovation, choice and benefits for citizens and businesses, as well as 

for the European economy overall. This is the key message that ecta and its members promote 

and also have promoted in the discussions about a European Electronic Communications Code. 

 

For further information on the contents of this press release and ecta’s positions, contact: 

Luc Hindryckx, Director General, +32 (0)2 290 0102 

Follow ecta’s latest views and activities:    @twECTA   

 

 

http://www.ectaportal.com/en/-Archived-/ECTA-Reg-Conf-transition-shouldn/-t-be-pretext-for-reversing-pro-competitive-model-of-EU-telecoms/
https://ec.europa.eu/digital-single-market/en/news/proposed-directive-establishing-european-electronic-communications-code

